Lymph node macrophage heterogeneity: a subpopulation fails to express activation phenotype.
We have identified and characterised a subpopulation of macrophages in the rat lymph node. The stromal macrophage shows many characteristics not expressed by peritoneal macrophages; clustering of B cells, selective uptake of TI-2 antigens, failure to express surface Ia after activation. These differences are suggestive of a regulatory role in B cell rather than T cell function.